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ASHFORD OAKS PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

Curriculum Policy 
 
At Ashford Oaks we believe that the curriculum is a powerful tool that promotes a love  
of learning, willingness to explore and time to have fun. We are proud to use the 
National Curriculum as a starting point for a wide and varied learning experience for our children. We 
enrich it by our strong ethos based on respect for ourselves, others and our environment. We are 
committed to developing the whole child. 
 
We are continually reviewing and improving the curriculum we offer to our children. The curriculum at 
Ashford Oaks is developed according to the needs of our children. 

 
The aims and underlying principles of the curriculum 

 The National Curriculum provides pupils with an introduction to the core knowledge that they 
need to be educated citizens. It introduces pupils to the best that has been thought and said; 
and helps engender an appreciation of human creativity and achievement. 

 The National Curriculum is just one element in the education of every child.  There is time and 
space in the school day and in each week, term and year to range beyond the National 
Curriculum specifications. The National Curriculum provides an outline of core knowledge 
around which teachers can develop exciting and stimulating lessons. 

 

The Curriculum has taken into consideration that: 
 

 Setting suitable challenges. Teachers set high expectations for every pupil. They plan 
stretching work for pupils whose attainment is significantly above the expected standard. They 
have an even greater obligation to plan lessons for pupils who have low levels of prior attainment 
or come from disadvantaged backgrounds. Teachers should use appropriate assessment to set 
targets which are deliberately ambitious. 

 Responding to pupils’ needs and overcoming potential barriers for individuals and 
groups of pupils. Teachers take account of their duties under equal opportunities legislation 
that covers disability, ethnicity, gender, sexual identity, gender identity, and religion or belief. A 
wide range of pupils have special educational needs, many of whom also have disabilities. 
Lessons are planned to ensure that there are no barriers to every pupil achieving. In many 
cases, such planning will mean that these pupils will be able to study the full National 
Curriculum. The SEN Code of Practice includes advice on approaches to identification of need 
which can support this. A minority of pupils will have access to specialist equipment and different 
approaches. The SEN Code of Practice outlines what needs to be done for them. Many disabled 
pupils have little need for additional resources beyond the aids which they use as part of their 
daily life. Teachers plan lessons so that these pupils can study every National Curriculum 
subject. Potential areas of difficulty are identified and addressed at the outset of work. Teachers 
also take account of the needs of pupils whose first language is not English. Monitoring of 
progress takes account of the pupil’s age, length of time in this country, previous educational 
experience and ability in other languages. The ability of pupils for whom English is an additional 
language to take part in the National Curriculum may be in advance of their communication 
skills in English. Teachers plan teaching opportunities to help pupils develop their English and 
aim to provide the support pupils need to take part in all subjects.  

 Read Write Inc and Success For All. Teachers develop pupils’ spoken language, reading and 
writing as integral aspects of the teaching of every subject.  
Spoken language. Pupils are taught to speak clearly and convey ideas confidently using 
Standard English. They should learn to justify ideas with reasons; ask questions to check 
understanding; develop vocabulary and build knowledge; negotiate; evaluate and build on the 
ideas of others; and select the appropriate register for effective communication. They are taught 
to give well-structured descriptions and explanations and develop their understanding through 
speculating, hypothesising and exploring ideas. This will enable them to clarify their thinking as 
well as organise their ideas for writing. 
Reading and writing. Teachers develop pupils’ reading and writing in all subjects to support 
their acquisition of knowledge. Pupils are taught to read fluently, understand extended prose, 
both fiction and non-fiction, and be encouraged to read for pleasure. The School does 
everything to promote wider reading. They provide library facilities and set ambitious 
expectations for reading at home. Pupils develop the stamina and skills to write at length, with 
accurate spelling and punctuation. They are taught the correct use of grammar. They build on 
what they have been taught to expand the range of their writing and the variety of the grammar 
they use. The writing they do includes narratives, explanations, descriptions, comparisons, 
summaries and evaluations: such writing supports them in rehearsing, understanding and 
consolidating what they have heard or read. 
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 Numeracy and Big Maths. Teachers develop pupils’ numeracy in all subjects so that they 
understand and appreciate the importance of mathematics. Pupils are taught to apply arithmetic 
fluently to problems, understand and use measures, estimate when using calculators and other 
technologies to produce results, and then interpret them appropriately. Pupils apply their 
geometric and algebraic understanding, and relate their understanding of probability to the 
notions of risk and uncertainty. They also understand the cyclical process of collecting, 
presenting and analysing data. They are taught to apply their mathematics to both routine and 
non-routine problems, including breaking down more complex problems into a series of simpler 
steps. 

 
 
Early Years Foundation Stage 

 

At Ashford Oaks Community Primary School, we are committed to providing a high quality early years’ 
education, which gives children a secure and confident start to their school life and nurtures a lifelong 

love of learning.  Every child is a unique child who is constantly learning through their positive 
experiences of adult interactions and independent critical thinking within an engaging, stimulating and 

enabling environment. 
 
The curriculum that we teach in Nursery and Reception classes meet the requirements set out in the 
National Curriculum at Foundation Stage. Our curriculum planning focused on the seven areas of 
learning: Personal, Social and Emotional development, Physical development, Communication 
and language, Literacy (RWI), Mathematical, Understanding of the world and Exploring and using 
media and materials.  

 
Our school fully support the principle that young children learn through play and by engaging in well-
planned structures activities. 

 
At the end of the year we report on the Characteristics of Effective Learning which are: Playing and 
exploring, Active learning and Creating and Thinking Critically. 
 
Organisation of the Curriculum in Key Stage One and Two: 
Learning is linked through a lead subject and sub subject approach, which we are calling Ashford Oaks 
World Curriculum. The learning of different subjects will be linked together to further develop children’s 
skills and make them independent learners. This is achieved through a blocking system. The foundation 
subjects are given a block on time in which to deliver that subject, which will often have literacy 
embedded within it. Through this linked learning the children still receive a core diet of Literacy and 
Numeracy and have wider opportunities to develop these skills through the sub subject link. 
 
How Ashford Oaks World Curriculum works 
As mentioned above we want to inspire and engage our children and have Literacy at the heart of our 
blocking system (if appropriate). Therefore teachers follow the following steps to planning the blocks, 
creating the curriculum overviews. 

1. Look at the rationale behind what is being taught, does it interest the children? What do we 

need to do to meet the National curriculum objectives? Develop an idea. What is the lead 

subject? What sub subjects link (only 2)? 

2. What do we want the outcome to be for the lead subject and sub subjects? 

3. How will we engage the children? What will the big Hook be? 

4. What visits or visitor will you include? 

5. Which character value will be embedded in the topic? Character values are: Resilience 

(perseverance and grit), Optimism (confidence), Ambition (motivation and drive), Community 

Spirit (neighbourliness), Respect (tolerance), Honesty (integrity and dignity) and Curiosity 

(conscientiousness and focus). 

6. How will parents be involved? Projects, homework, visits. 
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 Key Stage 
1 

Key Stage 
2 

 

Age 5 – 7 7 – 11  

Year groups 1 – 2 3 – 6  

Core subjects    

Reading (RWI/SFA)   Daily 

Writing   

Embedded in block, 
number of hours is 
equivalent to 1 hour a 
day, but may not be 
daily. 

Punctuation and Grammar   

Taught discreetly within 
Ashford Oaks Curriculum 
World, using Grammar 
Sentence Toolkit 

Spelling   
Daily 10 mins using No 
Nonsense spelling as 
guidance. 

Mathematics   
Daily (including 15 mins 
Big Maths) 

Computing   Weekly- 1 hour 

Physical education   Weekly- 1 hour 

Move N Groove   Daily- 10 mins 

Foreign languages / modern foreign 
languages 

  
Daily for 10/15 minutes 
or 1 hour per week 

Other subjects 

Science   Taught through new 
Ashford Oaks Curriculum 
World. Minimum of 1 
week block to 3 week 
block. 
Roughly 2.5 hours a day 
(not on Computing or PE 
days) 

Art and design   

Design and technology   

Geography   

History   

Music   

PSHE   

 
 


