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Gerry, our Headteacher 

Agata designed our logo! 

  

WWeellccoommee  ttoo  AAsshhffoorrdd  OOaakkss  PPrriimmaarryy  SScchhooooll  

  

  

  

  

  
AAsshhffoorrdd  OOaakkss opened its doors to children for the very first time on Thursday 4 September 
2008, offering children from the age of 3 to 11 years old the opportunity to learn in a 
fantastic new environment with cutting edge equipment and facilities and with the aim of 
making learning fun. 

 
Our aim is to provide a happy, caring and quality learning 
environment for your child.  We recognise that parents play an 
important part in their child’s education and we always welcome 
your views and feelings. 
 
As a school, we believe that children’s self-esteem is the most 
important consideration in a child’s education.  We help them 
believe in themselves and from this come high expectations and 

achievement.  We are a school that looks forward and not back.  We see ourselves as an 
important part of the south Ashford community and we ensure that, as a school, we 
embrace change and evaluate our performance on a regular basis. 
 
We have an ‘open door’ policy and I will always see parents immediately if possible, or 
make an appointment to see them as soon as I am available. 
 
I am sure that, by choosing our school, you will have made an informed decision and we will 
do everything possible to ensure that you are always pleased with the decision you have 
made. 
 
I wish you and your child a happy and successful time with 
us. 
 

 
 

GGeerrrryy  DD’’ccrruuzz  

HHeeaaddtteeaacchheerr  
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Playground fun. 

 

OOuurr  aaiimmss  

  

  

  
  TToo  ppuutt  tthhee  nneeeeddss  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  ffiirrsstt..    We 

are a school that aims never to forget the 
reason we are here.  Children and their 
needs come first.  Children will know they 
are valued and their achievements 
celebrated.  Management decisions are 
always based on ‘what’s best for the 
children’.  

  

  TToo  pprroovviiddee  aann  eexxcciittiinngg  ccuurrrriiccuulluumm  tthhaatt  mmaakkeess  lleeaarrnniinngg  ffuunn  aanndd  lleeaaddss  ttoo  tthhee  

aattttaaiinnmmeenntt  ooff  hhiigghh  ssttaannddaarrddss..    A word that you will hear very often in school is ‘fun’.  A 
little word that means a lot.  It gives children a reason to want to come to school, it makes 
them want to learn and when done correctly will lead to high standards.  

  

  TToo  bbuuiilldd  tthhee  sseellff--eesstteeeemm  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  aanndd  eeaacchh  ootthheerr  ttoo  ccrreeaattee  aa  ppoossiittiivvee  eetthhooss..  Not 
only do children want to come to school because it is fun, but also because they are 
valued.  There will be loads of occasions to praise our children and celebrate their 
achievements.  

  

  TToo  pprroovviiddee  aa  ssaaffee  aanndd  hheeaalltthhyy  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt..  Ashford Oaks is a new building, 
completely up to date with health and safety standards.  It will be open to parents but 
also secure to children.  Our school meals will be cooked on the premises and meet the 
latest stringent standards set by the Government.  Also, as a Healthy School, it will be an 
Active school.  There will be some form of physical activity every day with some whole 
school activity, too.  

  

  TToo  wwoorrkk  wwiitthh  oouurr  ccoommmmuunniittyy  ttoo  ssuuppppoorrtt  aanndd  cceelleebbrraattee  oouurr  iinncclluussiivvee  lleeaarrnniinngg  

ccuullttuurree..  Inclusion is about giving all these quality learning experiences to all the 
children.  We have a well trained staff with many talents that will be able to cater for the 
needs of all children.  We also have an Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) provision that 
will help ASD children in the Ashford area and the expertise within the school will benefit 
all children.  

  
 At Ashford Oaks we also have a Pastoral Support Team who offer an early 

intervention service that can make a real difference to the lives of parents and therefore 
their children.  We aim to engage with parents to create a positive relationship between 
home and school, to empower parents to take an active role in their child's social, 
emotional and educational development.  You will find them on the school gate every 
morning and afternoon.  
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History Day 

  

  

  

  
  

  TToo  pprroovviiddee  aa  pprrooffeessssiioonnaall  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt  tthhaatt  ssuuppppoorrttss  tthhee  ggrroowwtthh  aanndd  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  

ooff  aallll  ssttaaffff..  A school’s greatest asset (after the children!) is, of course, the staff.  We 
have a variety of members of staff who are well trained to meet the needs of our children.  
A system of performance management will help all staff identify their training needs and 
set targets each year with their line manager.  

  

  TToo  eennaabbllee  uuss  aallll  ttoo  uunnddeerrssttaanndd  aanndd  aapppprreecciiaattee  oouurr  cchhaannggiinngg  wwoorrlldd  aanndd  tthhee  

iimmppoorrttaannccee  ooff  ggoooodd  rreellaattiioonnsshhiippss  bbeettwweeeenn  iinnddiivviidduuaallss,,  ggrroouuppss  aanndd  nnaattiioonnss..    
Ashford is a wonderful, growing town that reflects the changes in the country and the 
wider world.  We have a rich multi-culture from which to draw on and many opportunities 
to learn about the world in which we live.  We intend to use our town as a launch point 
from which to understand the world as the children progress through the school.  

  

  TToo  pprroovviiddee  aann  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt  tthhaatt  pprroommootteess  ssppiirriittuuaall,,  mmoorraall,,  ssoocciiaall  aanndd  ccuullttuurraall  

ddeevveellooppmmeenntt..    Education is, of course, much wider than the subjects we learn.  We will 
help children explore their sense of self, come to an understanding of right and wrong, 
appreciate the responsibilities of living in a community and opportunities to learn about 
their own culture and some of the cultures of the world.  
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Learning how our ancestors lived 

 

OOuurr  lleeaarrnniinngg  

  
 
At Ashford Oaks we believe ‘fun’ is an essential part 
of our curriculum.  Children want to come to school 
because they know they will have fun and feel happy.  
Good learning takes place when this is the case. 
 
Our curriculum is based on the following principles: 
 

  
 WWee  aallll  wwaanntt  ttoo  lleeaarrnn..  Children have a desire to 

learn because they are excited by their lessons and believe they can achieve. 
 

  PPaarreennttss  ggeett  iinnvvoollvveedd..    Parents play a vital role in their child’s education and are 
encouraged and supported to be actively involved.  

  

  WWee  ggeett  ccrreeaattiivvee..    Learning can only take place when there is a safe, nurturing, 
enthusing and creative environment.  

  

  WWee  pprrooggrreessss  aanndd  ggrrooww..    Our children take ownership of their learning and develop their 
curriculum with adults in the school.  

  

  WWee  wwoorrkk  wwiitthh  oouurr  ccoommmmuunniittyy..    Ashford Oaks serves a community that is a hugely 
significant learning resource.  

  

  WWee’’rree  aallll  iinnddiivviidduuaallss..    We consider every child as an individual and believe they can 
make good progress.  

Anglo Saxon Day 
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Retelling stories 

  SSttaarrttiinngg  aatt  oouurr  sscchhooooll  iinn  RReecceeppttiioonn  

  
  

  

SSttaarrttiinngg  sscchhooooll.. We understand that starting school is a big 
and exciting step in your child’s life. We are keen to work with 
you to ensure that your child settles quickly and thoroughly 
enjoys their time with us.  
 
At the beginning of the term in September all parents and 
children will be invited to an individual induction meeting with 
their class teacher. We recognise that parents know their 
children better than anyone else and encourage you to share 
as much information with us as possible about your child. This 
might include information about your child’s interests, 
developing skills and unique qualities. The more we know 
about your child the better we can support them.  
 

SSeettttlliinngg  iinn..  When children first start we feel it is very 
important to spend plenty of time getting to know the children and building positive secure 
relationships with them from the outset. We also want to calmly introduce children to their 
new environment so they can quickly become confident and ready to learn. For these 
reasons, during the first 2 weeks children will attend for 3 full days rather than 5.  
 

WWhhaatt  wwiillll  mmyy  cchhiilldd  bbee  lleeaarrnniinngg??  When children first start in Reception our priority is to 
support children to develop positive attitudes and behaviours that are needed for effective 
learning. We want children to be excited and motivated to learn. We also want children to 
learn how to work collaboratively, listen to others ideas and share fairly. Self esteem is really 
important and we want children to be confident to share their views, try new things and 
celebrate their achievements.  
 
 
The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum is made up of 7 areas. 

- Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
- Physical Development  
- Communication and Language 
- Literacy  
- Mathematics  
- Understanding the World 
- Expressive Arts and Design  
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HHooww  wwiillll  II  kknnooww  hhooww  mmyy  cchhiilldd  iiss  ggeettttiinngg  oonn??      YYoouurr  cchhiilldd’’ss  pprrooggrreessss  aanndd  lleeaarrnniinngg  wwiillll  bbee  

ccaappttuurreedd  iinn  aann  eelleeccttrroonniicc  lleeaarrnniinngg  jjoouurrnneeyy  ccaalllleedd      ‘‘22  SSiimmppllee  BBuuiilldd  aa  PPrrooffiillee’’..    TThhiiss  iiss  aann  oonnlliinnee  

pphhoottoo  aallbbuumm  of your child’s journey through the early years. Your child’s teacher and 
teaching assistant will add photographs of your child and notes about what they have been 
learning at school. We ask that all parents provide an active email address so these profiles 
can be shared easily and regularly throughout the school year. We recognise the 
importance of the support and learning opportunities you provide at home, so each child 
also has a ‘Home Learning Journey’.   This is like a memory book and we encourage you to 
contribute to this special book as much as possible by adding photographs of what your 
child has been doing at home or on days out. This special book makes a lovely record which 
your child will share with their class and you can share with the whole family and can look 
back at in years to come.  Staff will be happy to chat to you before and after sessions and we 
hold parents evenings every other term.  

  

HHooww  ccaann  II  hheellpp  pprreeppaarree  mmyy  cchhiilldd  ffoorr  sscchhooooll??  I It helps if you continue to talk about school 
in a positive manner – keep reminding your child of all the fun activities that will be on offer 
and all of the new friends that they will make. In July your child will be invited to some stay 
and play sessions so that they can meet their teachers, visit their classroom and say hello to 
some of the children who will be in their class.  
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How do I look? 

Parent Healthy Cooking 

workshop 

  

OOuurr  eexxtteennddeedd  sscchhooooll  
  

  

  
It’s our intention to offer all the children at Ashford Oaks an 
opportunity to enjoy time out of their classroom before 
school, after school and even during their playtimes.  We will 
be working towards extending what we offer to children and 
families.   
 

 BBrreeaakkffaasstt  CClluubb..    We have a hugely successful Breakfast Club, which offers children 
from Year R to Year 6 a healthy and nutritious start to the day, combined with a short 
play time before the start of their classroom activity.  This gives over 50 children a 
chance to enjoy time with their friends, socialise and learn table manners.  Our Breakfast 
Club is open every day during term time, starts at 7.55am promptly and costs just £5.00 
a week. 

 
 AAfftteerr  OOaakkss  cclluubb..  Is a childcare provision for our parents that need just that little bit of 

extra time after school. After Oaks provides stimulating, exciting activities to children from 
3.00 – 5.30 pm every day from as little as £3.00 per session. This price also includes a 
small snack and a drink.  

 
 AAfftteerr  sscchhooooll  cclluubbss..    We have a number of clubs running after school, including craft, 

choir, football and netball, to name but a few.  Again, these are free and are very popular, 
so please contact the school office for more details. 

 
 CCoommmmuunniittyy  iinnvvoollvveemmeenntt..  Ashford Oaks also has a community room, which means we 

are able to host clubs such as cookery, family IT, literacy and numeracy and courses for 
parents run by ourselves, by the college and by Adult Education.  Our facilities are open 
to the local community, so that everyone can enjoy time together in our fabulous school – 
even at weekends and during school holidays! 
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Making friends 

OOuurr  hheeaalltthhyy  sscchhooooll  

  

  

  

  

  
Being a Healthy School involves everyone, from teachers, 
classroom assistants, cooks, caretaker, pupils, parents and 
governors.  It is our responsibility as adults to ensure our 
children are as healthy as they can be – and that doesn’t just 
mean watching what they eat and taking exercise! 
 
Every morning all our children gather on the playground for 
an aerobic ‘Move and Groove’ session (weather permitting).  
The children learn a new routine every week from our 
specialist instructor and groove away to the latest ‘tunes’. 
 
Our commitment to your children is to help them make 
informed decisions throughout their lives.  Our PSHE 

(Personal, Social and Health Education) lessons, clubs, classroom activities and behaviour 
policy will help our children to have healthy minds, as well as healthy bodies.  We teach 
children the skills they need to be able to care for themselves as they grow into young adults 
and how to care for others.  They will learn about the need for the right diet and exercise, 
personal hygiene and general health.  And as they grow through the school they will learn 
about the importance of relationships with others, from making friends to their physical 
growth and development.  We will teach them the communication skills they will need to 
maintain a healthy lifestyle throughout their lives. 
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Learning together. 

OOuurr  iinncclluussiivvee  sscchhooooll  

  

  

  
When admitting new pupils to Ashford Oaks, we 
insist on ensuring equal opportunities for all children, 
regardless of any disability.  We take significant 
steps to meet all disabled pupils’ needs, ensuring 
they are not treated any less favourably than any 
other pupil at Ashford Oaks. 
 
 

We have the advantage of being in a new building, which means that all necessary facilities, 
e.g. ramps, toilet facilities, shower, etc. are in place to aid any disabled children to thrive in 
their daily school life. 
  
We provide a creative, enriched curriculum that will engage all pupils in their learning. 
Hands-on support is freely available to any parents for whom English is an additional 
language, to ensure they feel able to play a full part in their child’s learning journey. 
 

SSppeecciiaall  EEdduuccaattiioonnaall  NNeeeeddss  PPrroovviissiioonn:: at Ashford Oaks, we 
identify all children who may need special consideration to 
support their physical, social, emotional or intellectual 
development. We ensure these children are given appropriate 
support to allow every child access to the National Curriculum 
in a positive framework. We also ensure that all our children 
with special educational needs are fully included in all 
activities of the school, and involve parents – developing a 
partnership of support so that they have full confidence in the 
strategy adopted by the school. 
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OOuurr  sscchhooooll  rruulleess  

  

  

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
We are very proud of our behaviour policy.  It is designed to recognise good behaviour and 
encourage all children to be good.  Many parents and staff have commented on how much 
children’s behaviour has improved. 

 
We have only 3 school rules: 

 WWee  rreessppeecctt  eeaacchh  ootthheerr.. 
  

 WWee  ccaarree  ffoorr  eevveerryybbooddyy.. 
 

 WWee  llooookk  aafftteerr  oouurr  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt.. 
 
We have a simple system of rewards and sanctions. HHooww  iitt  wwoorrkkss:: 
  
There is a chart up in every classroom with a sun, a large rainbow and a cloud. All children have a 
clothes peg with their name on it. The peg is the colour of their house. Green – Ash, Blue – Beech, 
Red – Rowan, Yellow – Willow. The children all start with the peg on the rainbow.  
  
If any child does exceptional work or exemplary behaviour their peg will be put on the sun. If a child 
does not put an effort into their learning or misbehaves their peg will be put on the cloud. Once put 
on the cloud the adult will monitor the behaviour of the child closely and try to move them off the 
cloud as soon as possible. The cloud will be used for any child that does not carry out the expected 
standard of behaviour or work. If their behaviour or effort does not improve the Yellow & Red card 
system applies. 
   
At the end of the day the teacher will give every child on the rainbow a house point. Children on the 

sun will get 2 house points. The house points are calculated at the end of every week and the 

winning house will have their flag raised and displayed high for all to see. 

The new Brilliant Behaviour board in the entrance corridor will be used to track the house teams 

progress during the term.  
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Children can also be nominated for ‘Pupil of the Week’  
by their class teacher. The children then receive a 
Certificate during a special assembly and are invited  
to a ‘pupil of the week’ Tea party.   

  

  

  

  

  SSaannccttiioonnss  ffoorr  ppoooorr  bbeehhaavviioouurr..      
  

Every opportunity is given for children to make the right choices to rectify poor behaviour. However, 
there are times when children refuse to accept school rules or simply make the wrong choices. If 
this happens then our Red & Yellow card system applies.  

 

 
 

Children issued a Yellow Card miss 5 minutes of their playtime 
 

 
 

Children issued a Red Card are sent to a senior member of staff and Parents are contacted. 
 
. 
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HHooww  ttoo  ggeett  aa  ppllaaccee  aatt  oouurr  sscchhooooll  

ffoorr  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  

  

  

  
Your child will thrive at Ashford Oaks.  They will have 
fun while they learn.  They will have an exciting time 
and will have lots to tell you about what they have 
been doing at school. 
 
If you would like your child to join us, pick up a form 
from our school office (or from any other primary 
school).  Fill in the form and return it to us (or to any 

other primary school). You can also apply online at www.kent.gov.uk/ola.  Come and use 
our computers, if you like – just ask at the office. 
 
A form must be completed for all children applying for a primary school place and parents 
are advised to mention any brothers or sisters who will still be at Ashford Oaks next 
September. 
 
The Local Authority will write to you to let you know if you have been given a place for your 
child at Ashford Oaks.  You then have until a given date to confirm to us that you do still 
want your child to come to our school. 
 
We’re looking forward to welcoming your child into the Ashford Oaks team! 

 
 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/ola

