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Aims 
We aim to: 

 Provide consistency and continuity in marking throughout the school so that children have a clear 
understanding of teacher expectations 

 Use the marking system as a tool for formative ongoing assessment 

 Improve standards by encouraging children to give their best and improve on their last piece of work 

 Develop children’s self-esteem through praise and valuing their achievements 

 Create a dialogue which will aid progression 
 
Principles of good marking 
Good marking or annotation of children’s work will: 

 Be positive, motivating and constructive 

 Be at the child’s level of comprehension 

 Be written in handwriting that is legible and a model for the child 

 Be frequent, regular and reviewed by the teaching team. 

 Relate to the WALT/WILF of the lesson but also relate to basic skills in English linked to handwriting 
and spelling 

 Marking is to be done in green pen 

 Time for response to marking comments is planned. 

 Children to respond to marking and feedback using MiM Purple Pen of Progress. 
 
Early Years Marking 
Marking is explained in the Early Years Teaching and Learning policy, showing adult direction and child speech. 
The policy is different to KS1 and KS2. 
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Types of Marking 
 
Verbal Feedback 
It is important for all children to have verbal feedback from the adult working with them. This may be to 
correct a child’s understanding or to extend the child’s learning. The teaching team should indicate where 
verbal feedback has been given. 
 
Self-marking / self-assessment  
Some children may sometimes be encouraged to mark their own work under their teacher’s supervision. 
Children may also self-evaluate their learning by identifying their own successes and looking for an 
improvement point. At the end of any written activity, children should be encouraged to draw a face (Yr1-4) or 
write a comment (Yr5 and 6) to indicate how they feel about their work. 
Self-assessment is not used in RWI or SFA as these programmes have their own self-assessment opportunities 
(verbal feedback and scoring matrix) 
 
Literacy 

 Date and WALT at the beginning of every piece of work- following guidance on presentation. 

 Green pen will be used for marking. 

 If a child achieves the WALT a tick will be placed at the beginning of the WALT. 

 If a child does not achieve the WALT, an X will be placed at the front of it. 

 For features that achieve the WALT, tick along the work. Bits that you really like or need additional 

reinforcement can have a double tick. 

 Continue to use codes to point about issues with capital letters and spelling. 

 Children to respond using purple pen. If the response is correct, the teacher will tick it. If it is 

incorrect, it will either be corrected or a verbal code will be placed next to it (teacher will verbally 

explain). 

 Green underling can be used to signify anything you wish to be changed. 

 Once a cycle of writing, children need to have their work developmentally marked and be given a 

“Next Steps” comment, which will move the children’s learning on. 

 When children complete their final published piece- FP will be written on it, no ticks or anything else 

will be present 

Examples: 
Why is you’re incorrect in your sentence? 
Rewrite the following sentence including… 
Change the sentence underlined/shown in green to past tense. 
What does “cautiously storm” mean? Why has it been used? 
 

Maths 
 Date and WALT at the beginning of every piece of work- following guidance on presentation. 

 Green pen will be used for marking. 

 If a child achieves the WALT a tick will be placed at the beginning of the WALT. 

 If a child does not achieve the WALT, an X will be placed at the front of it.   

 Children to respond using purple pen. If the response is correct, the teacher will tick it. If it is 

incorrect, it will either be corrected or a verbal code will be placed next to it (teacher will verbally 

explain). 

 If children self-mark, they use the purple pen to mark. 

 Challenge stamps to continue to be used to show children increasing challenge, as well as codes for 

SIU, WYB and KIS. 

 Tick where work is correct. 

 Green underling can be used to signify anything incorrect. 

 If work is marked and found to be incorrect children should go back and correct. 



 Twice a week the children need to be given a developmental or reasoning question to move their 

learning on. 

 Self-assessment will be used in maths, through comments or smiley faces. 

 If WALT is changed during lesson to respond to needs, children to write new WALT in purple 

pen underneath original WALT or teacher to do so in green. 

Examples:  
How would you teach this rule to your partner? 
I have 5m of ribbon. I cut it into 4 lengths of 80cm. I have 2.2m left. Am I right? 
Is 22 a prime number? True or False 
A triangle has 4 sides? True or False. 

 
Foundation Subjects (including Science) 

 Date and WALT at the beginning of every piece of work- following guidance on presentation. 

 If a child achieves the WALT a tick will be placed at the beginning of the WALT. 

 If a child does not achieve the WALT, nothing will be placed in front of it. 

 Children to respond using purple pen. 

 If children self-mark, they use the purple pen to mark. 

 Tick where work is correct. 

 Green underling can be used to signify anything incorrect. 

 If work is marked and found to be incorrect children should go back and correct (closed activities). 

 If the activity is literacy of maths based it should be marked in line with maths and literacy above. 

 Twice a week the children need to be given a developmental or extending question to move learning 

on (1 detailed mark and then literacy or maths focus marked). 

Examples: 
Which countries still exist today? 
How does your house differ to a… 
What is the capital city of….? 
What was your favourite? Why? 
Would you like to perform the 12 labours? 
Why? 

What do tress look like in Winter? 
What is your favourite season? Why? 
Can you tell me a fact about birds? 
Tell me the most interesting fact about…? 
Do you think he was kind? Why?  
Would you like to meet him, why? 

 
Not every piece of work is marked in detail.  

 
SIMPLIFIED MARKING CODES TO BE DISPLAYED IN ALL CLASSROOMSCHILDREN WILL REPSOND TO FEEDBACK 

USING MiM PEN. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 



 

 


